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Nepal 2007

I n Nepal 2007 was marked by continuing political unrest and an uneasy
truce between the Maoist group and the conventional party politicians,

the future of which is still uncertain; at the time of writing the Maoists have
won the April 2008 election convincingly. Trekking group numbers at last
appear to be on the increase again.

The climbing pattern of recent years continued, including very large
numbers of ascents of Everest, Cho Oyu and Ama Dablam, a few ascents
of the other 8000m peaks, several technically hard routes on the lower
Khurnbu peaks, and a relatively small number of climbs in the more outlying
and less frequented areas.

On Everest no less than 597 ascents were made, another record number,
all in the spring season with almost equal numbers from Nepal and Tibet.
All of these were by the standard routes. A Korean party attempted the SW
face but retreated from 8000m after two members were killed in an
avalanche. There were only seven deaths in total on Everest, a welcome
reduction.

A Chinese party tested the Olympic torch in preparation for the 2008
ascent and confIrmed that it would indeed burn up there. (Doug Scott could
have told them that!) A Japanese climber set a new age record for Everest
ascents of 71 years and a bit. A Dutchman in shorts reached 7400m on the
Nepalese side. At least two north-south traverses were made, one by a Briton,
David Tait with one Sherpa companion. Tait had planned a double traverse
but after the descent on the Nepal side his knees hurt, so he decided one
was enough. Conrad Anker and Leo Houlding of the Altitude Everest
Expedition climbed the Second Step of the N ridge free and without oxygen,
but doubted whether Mallory and Irvine would have managed it. They did
not however achieve their plan of surnmiting in period costume of Norfolk
jackets and plus fours.

Ama Dablam again saw a large number of commercial ascents in the
post-monsoon season by the SW ridge, despite the large ice avalanche in
late 2006 which killed six climbers and took out much of the limited tent
space at Camp 3 (6300m), the usual top camp. Most people now camp a bit
lower down before the summit day. All 14 parties on the standard route in
the spring were unsuccessful due to bad weather and poor snow conditions;
an American party of two (Aric Baldwin and James Cromie) did succeed
on the more difficult NE spur, descending by the standard route.

311



312 THE ALPINE JOURNAL 2008

177. The Kammerlander/Unterkircher route on Jasamba (7351m).
(Hans Kammerlander)
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Also in the Everest area an American party attached to the Khumbu
Climbing School made an impressive winter ascent (in February) of the
east ridge of Tawoche (6495m). This is a 1600m route with rock-climbing
up to 5.9. Their line appears to be very close to, if not the same as one
climbed in 1989 by an Anglo-German pair.

There were several impressive ascents of hard routes on high mountains.
Perhaps the most significant was by the Russians Valery Babanov and Sergey
Kofanov, who made the first ascent of the north-west ridge of Jannu (771Om)
in alpine style over six days in October, starting from the Jannu glacier and
gaining the ridge at the col between Jannu and Sobithonge (6995m). This
ridge had been attempted twice by strong French teams in 1994 and 1998.
This climb was considered to be 'VI, WI+4, 80 degrees, MS'. Clearly it
was quite hard, and done in the best style, unlike some other recent Russian
ascents. (See 'Nine Days on the Way that has no end', page 36.)

In the spring, a Korean party made an ascent of the south face of Lhotse
Shar (8400m). The leader, Urn Hong-Gil, completed the fourteen 8000m
peaks in 2003 and has now added Lhotse Shar and Yalung Kang, neither
usually counted as independent peaks, to his list. The route on Lhotse Shar
was completed by three Korean climbers and one Sherpa in alpine style,
and was reported as a first ascent but in fact appears to largely follow a line
climbed by a Czech party in 1983.

Hans Kamrnerlander and Karl Unterkircher climbed the south-west face
and south pillar of Pasang Lhamu Chuli (7351m, also known as Jasamba
or Nangpai Gosum nsouth-west of Cho Oyu in the pre-monsoon season.
This was the peak on which Kamrnerlander lost his companion in 2006.
From a bivouac at 6000m they climbed steep mixed ground to the summit
in 13 hours. This line appears to be distinct from the SE face/S ridge route
climbed by a Slovenian party in 2004, but may join it near the top (see photo).

On Annapurna 1, the Slovenian climber Tomas Humar soloed a line on
the far east end of the south face and reached the East Summit (8026m)
over three days in late October. His route was entirely on steep snow and
ice above a small ice platform at 5800m and appears to have been to the
right of the spur climbed by Jerzy Kukuczka and Artur Hajzer in 1988,
which it joined at 7500m on the east ridge. He was unable to continue to
the main summit due mainly to very strong winds. He took a companion
for the very crevassed approach to the 5800m platform but climbed the rest
alone. The south face of Annapurna is starting to look a bit like Stanage,
with at least eight lines climbed successfully, though several, including this
one, reach the east ridge a long way from the main summit.

Following page:
178. Two climbers from the Kangwon National University Expedition

on the south ridge of The Fang (7647m). The peak in the background is
Annapurna South. The summit of The Fang is behind the camera.
(By courtesy ofKangwon National University)
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Also in the Annapurna Sanctuary at around the same time in the autumn
a Korean expedition from Kangwon National University, Gangwon, South
Korea, made an ascent of The Fang (7647m, also known as Varaha Shikhar)
by its east face and south ridge. This appears to be a new line and only the
third ascent of The Fang. The party helicoptered into their base camp after
acclimatising in the Langtang. Some fixed rope was used on the lower face
leading to the 4 km-long ridge. Parts of the ridge were spectacularly corniced.
One Korean climber and two Sherpas reached the summit. Two climbers
took substantial falls and were evacuated by helicopter.

In the Jugal Rimal the French guide Paolo Grobel, with two Sherpas,
abandoned his planned attempt on Langtang Ri (720Sm), owing to heavy
snow cover on the very rough moraines of the long Langtang glacier, and
instead made what is thought to have been the first ascent of Gurkarpo Ri
(6889m). They climbed it by its west ridge at a standard Difficile (using
traditional Alpine grading). As with some other summits in that area, it is
not impossible that it had been discreetly climbed in the past.

I would like to thank Elizabeth Hawley and Tom Nakamura for much of the
information in these notes.
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